--- On Fri, 9/12/08, John C. Harris <john@clcboats.com> wrote:

From: John C. Harris <john@clcboats.com>
Subject: Re: CLC Inquiry, clcboats.com
To: JURESCUL@yahoo.ca
Received: Friday, September 12, 2008, 5:39 PM

Message: I am considering building a stich-and-glue kayak for camping in Georgian Bay (Lake Huron). In these surrounding an occasional contact with some rocks is inevitable :( I know from experience, that a roto-molded kayak is very difficult to damage... but how strong and puncture-resistant is a plywood kayak? Would it withstand an occasional banging against a rock without developing a leak?
 
 
Hi, many thanks for the note.  These stitch-and-glue boats are in essence fiberglass boats with a plywood core.  They are as resistant---arguably more resistant---than an all-fiberglass kayak to punctures.  If you think your usage would break an all-fiberglass kayak, you might be inclined to add another layer of fiberglass to your stitch-and-glue kayak.  But out of the box they're pretty strong.  Our demo fleet gets mauled every year.  Dropped in the parking lot, run up on rocks, and we seldom do more than refinish.
 
Stitch and glue kayaks:  http://www.clcboats.com/shop/stitchandgluekayaks/
 
Cheers,
-- 
John C. Harris
Chesapeake Light Craft
"The Best Boats You Can Build"
http://www.clcboats.com 

